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European post-war welfare systems face challenges related to aging populations, globalization, migration 
and changing patterns of family formation and gender roles. Symptoms of exhaustion seem to hit women 
in particular. The conference will focus on the role of religion and faith based organizations in relation to 
these challenges, in particular as experienced in the Nordic countries. 

The theme will be set in a wider context of the transformation of the European post-war model of welfare 
organization and its dependence on the idea of stable heterosexual families, with male breadwinners 
earning the money and women providing care for children and dependent adults. This postwar model is 
increasingly giving way to more individualized systems of breadwinning and social security. 
Simultaneously new care chains develop, with migrants and guest workers filling the gaps in strained 
safety nets. Religious communities have in different ways contributed to the development of



 

 

 
social care, health care and education all over Europe. They provide resources connected to traditions of 
human dignity and neighborly love. With regard to gender their role is however ambiguous.  

The conference will raise questions as: 

To what extent do religious communities mirror society with regard gender and welfare? 

What may a prophetic role look like in relation to ongoing changes? 

How do faith-based organisations and communities relate to commercialisation and individualisation of 
welfare solutions? 

How do churches and other religious bodies handle problems of exhaustion in their own contexts? 

 
Keynote speakers 

Professor Hannah Bradby works in the Sociology Department, Uppsala University. She has worked at 
the Universities of Warwick and Glasgow, taught in Rumania (Cluj School of Public Health) and Russia 
(St. Petersburg State University) and had fellowships at King’s College London and the Max Planck 
Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Göttingen. Her research has taken a critical 
approach to health and healthcare provision in the context of migration-driven diversity, looking at how 
discrimination and essentialism intersect with professional cultures.  

Dr. Theol. Gunilla Hallonsten, Church of Sweden, has a long background in the international diaconal 
work of the Church of Sweden, with a special interest in gender issues. She wrote her doctoral thesis in the 
Sociology of religion at Lund University, on the experiences of HIV-positive Swazi Christians and has lived 
for a longer time in South Africa. Today she is acting manager at the Church of Sweden national office in 
Uppsala. 

Professor Stephanie Dietrich, VID Specialized University, Oslo, has a long experience from ecumenical 
dialogues and organizations, including trying to approach them from a diaconal perspective. She 
represents the Church of Norway in the Faith and Order commission of the World Council of Churches, in 
the international Lutheran-Orthodox dialogue and the European dialogues between the Community of 
Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE) and the Roman Catholic Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity (PCPCU). 

Professor Anne Birgitta Pessi, Faulty of Theology, University of Helsinki, is a member of the Finnish 
Academy of Science and Letters since 2012. She is also a Docent in Sociology at the University of 
Eastern Finland. From 2005 to 2013 she was a Fellow in the Collegium for Advanced Studies, University 
of Helsinki, and was for four years the Deputy Director of the Collegium. She directs the multidisciplinary 
project CoPassion, "The Revolutionary Power of Compassion" (www.copassion.fi) and the 
project CoCare (Cooperation in Care – meaning systems, chances, and conflicts. Her research interests 
cover particularly compassion, altruism, meaningfulness, volunteering, civil society, togetherness, church 
social work and experiences of good life, as well as individualized religiosity and experiences of the 
sacred. 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.vid.no/kontakt-oss/ansatte/stephanie-dietrich/
http://www.copassion.fi/


 

 

Book launch 
 

During the conference the new book Religion 
and Welfare in Europe: Gendered and 
Minority Perspectives (Policy Press, 2017) 
will be launched and introduced 

 
  
 
Extended deadline for papers 

Paper presentations in English or Scandinavian languages on the above mentioned and related themes are 
invited. Reports from practice are welcomed too. 

Abstracts of a maximum of 200 words shall include a presentation of the theme as well as a short 
presentation of the presenter, including scholarly and/or organizational position. Contributions from 
master- and PhD-students are especially encouraged. 

Send your abstract to Ninna Edgardh ninna.edgardh@crs.uu.se. Notification on acceptance of papers will 
be given continuously. 

 
Workshops 

Parallell to the paper sessions workshops will take place, presenting research in Swedish and/or other 
Scandinavian languages. If you want to arrange a workshop please contact Ninna Edgardh 
ninna.edgardh@crs.uu.se. 

Don't forget to register! 

Registration through VID Specialized University can be made by 18th October at the latest at 
https://www.deltager.no/exhausted-women. The cost is 500 Norwegian Crowns, including coffee and 
meals. 

Conference program 

Key note lectures, book launch and panels will take place in the new Humanities Theatre in the 
Center for the Humanities in the English Park Campus, Uppsala University. The facilities will be 
opened November 1st and we are happy to be among the very first to be able to use the theatre 
with all its facilities. Paper and workshop sessions will take place in halls surrounding the 
theatre, where also coffee, lunches and refreshments will be served. 

 
Thursday November 23 

11.00 Registration opens 

12.00 Lunch 
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13.15 Opening of the conference 

Welcome greeting and introduction by Ninna Edgardh, Chair of ReDi and professor in Ecclesiology, 
especially social and diaconal studies, Uppsala University. 

13.30 Invisible work: informal, cross-cultural, gendered work filling the gaps of national health and 
welfare provision 
Key note lecture by Professor Hannah Bradby, Department of Sociology, Uppsala University. 
 
14.15 Feminized or feminist? The Church of Sweden as a Social Agent 
Key note lecture by Dr. Theol. Gunilla Hallonsten, Church of Sweden. 

15.00 Coffee 

15.30 Parallell sessions of paper presentations and workshops 

17.15-18.15 Launching of the new book Religion and Welfare in Europe: Gendered and Minority 
Perspectives (Policy Press, 2017), followed by mingle and refreshments. 
 
The book is the final report from a project funded by the European Commission 6th Framework 
Programme, called Welfare and Values in Europe: Transition related to Religion, Minorities and 
Gender (WaVE). The book will be presented by the editors, Dr Lina Molokotos-Liederman, London, 
researcher and editor in social sciences and religion, professor emeritus Anders Bäckström, Uppsala 
University, professor emeritus Grace Davie, University of Exeter and by the WaVE project manager, Dr 
Effie Fokas, Senior Research Fellow at the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy 
(ELIAMEP), Athens. 
 
19.00 Dinner hosted by the Church of Sweden Research Unit 

Friday November 24 

9.00 Mind the gap! Diaconal research between traditional ecclesiology and gender orientated practice 
theories 
Keynote lecture by Professor Stephanie Dietrich, VID Specialized University, Oslo. 
 
9.45 The power and the pain of compassion 
Keynote lecture by Professor Anne Birgitta Pessi, Faculty of Theology, University of Helsinki. 
 
10.30 Coffee 

11-12.30 Parallell paper sessions and workshops 

12.30 Closing session  

Panel discussion between some of the lecturers and participants. 

13.00 Lunch 

ReDi is a society for all interested in the study and research of the churches contribution to social welfare 
and health. ReDi aims to strengthen research in the field. You are invited to join if you are engaged in the 
study and research of Diaconia. Membership is open to individuals and organisations. Read more at 
http://www.diaconiaresearch.org/. 
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